PREFACE

Sri Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri (1891-1946) is very
widely known in Kerala and fairly well known throughout India
mainly as a dedicated exponent of Srimadbhagavatam. He has
been recognised as Bhaktasiromani. He made substantial contri-
bution to the devotional literature in Sanskrit as well as Malayalam.
Those who lived with him in his close circle, realised that he was
in addition a vedic scholar, dramatist and commentator of the
Bhagavatapurana. But he was actually far more than all these.
He could influence the minds of the mass to cause a wide religious
reformation. His enlightening public discourses arranged at vari-
ous centres in different parts of India resulted in the awakening of
patriotism and cultural unity, the factors leading to national inte-
gration. In short, to an investigator's eye, he looks really like a
multifaceted gem glittering from every face. Having realised the
need to highlight the less known aspects of this magnificient
personality before the people at large and to introduce him to
the academic array, for my Ph.D research, I decided to evaluate
systematically in true colours the various facets of his life and so
also his works with special reference to Sanskrit literature. Dur-
ing the days of my boyhood which I spent at Chekrakkal Illam,
my native house, along with my parents and only sister Meera, I
had the good fortune to hear and get by heart some of the
devotional poems, (which I later identified as that of Vazhakunnam)
recited by my late grandmother Sfnt Parvati Antarjanam during
her evening prayers. Again incidentally during the preparation of
my M.Phil dissertation on the contribution of Ottur Unni
Nambudiripad to Sanskrit literature, I had come across certain
highly inspiring comments of Ottur himself on Vazhakunnam. This
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